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Everything under the Sun in Omaha
By Members of the Omamac Local Arrangements Committee
There is a lot to discover about Omaha when you begin 
a search online. Omaha showcases music, museums, 
artwork, and all activities under the sun. Here we focus, of 
course, on archival resources from our Omaha repositories. 
Durham Museum’s Photo Archive
The Durham Museum’s Photo Archive contains over a 
million images from the 1860s through the 1990s. They 
document the fascinating history of Omaha from its 
early days as a young frontier town to today's unique and 
sophisticated city. A long-forgotten storefront, presidents 
on parade, row upon row of cattle in the stockyards, 
streetcars, and a family picnic: each image preserves one 
moment in time, but also tells a hundred different stories. 
These negatives and prints, some over a hundred years old, 
are slowly deteriorating—their stories in danger of being 
lost forever. Since July 2010, efforts have been underway 
to digitize the entire photo archive. New images are added 
daily. Visit the archive at www.durhammuseum.org/
experience/photo-archive.
Douglas County Historical Society
The Douglas County Historical Society’s mission is 
to make the history of the county, which encompasses 
Omaha, available to the public. Its archival holdings have 
an online presence hosted through PastPerfect and can 
be found at douglascountyne.pastperfectonline.com. As 
the official archives for Douglas County, the historical 
society has a wealth of resources available to research-
ers. Its website provides researchers the opportunity to 
perform their own searches but also gives casual visitors 
the option of viewing a “Random Images” page, which 
samples what the collection can provide. See, for instance, 
a page of thumbnail images of postcards, negatives, and 
photographs on a range of subjects from local businesses to 
parks and agriculture. These images come from a variety 
of collections including that of the Benson Historical 
Society and the Wentworth Negative Collection. You 
can also browse the society’s object, library, and archival 
holdings. A visit to this website will help introduce you 
to Douglas County’s history and the achievements of a 
local historical society.
Omaha Landmarks Heritage Preservation 
Commission
The Omaha Landmarks Heritage Preservation Com-
mission (LHPC) is a City of Omaha website mapping 
the landmarks in Omaha. The aim of the site, found at 
landmark.cityofomaha.org, is to enable the public to access 
materials relating to the preservation of historic buildings. 
The site provides the opportunity to search historic places 
on the National Register in Douglas County, Nebraska, 
and Omaha, and to discover the location of local land-
marks and historic districts. For more depth, researchers 
can read a variety of sources, including the Nebraska 
Historic Building Surveys, which chart properties of 
historic or architectural significance. In addition, profiles 
of building styles and Omaha-based architects help to 
illuminate the physical heritage of the city. 
University of Nebraska
The University of Nebraska provides significant access to 
original resources, both those relating to the institution 
itself and those relating to the community and the state. 
The University of Nebraska Omaha holds the papers of 
distinguished alum Chuck Hagel, US senator from 1997 
to 2009 and US secretary of defense from 2013 to 2015. 
Staff of the Hagel Archives have created five online exhibits 
highlighting his life through photographs, videos, press 
and media documents, speeches, and schedules. Interested 
in recent history of Omaha and Nebraska? Check out 
“Parading Around” at hagel.omeka.net/exhibits/show/
paradingaround to witness some of the local parades and 
festivals unique to the area. Visit hagel.omeka.net/exhibits 
for the rest.
Images and other archival materials from the history of the 
University of Nebraska College of Medicine’s (UNMC) 
predecessor institution, the Omaha Medical College 
(OMC), are available online. Digitization of materials 
from UNMC library’s institutional archives has been 
ongoing for the past year. As was typical in the nineteenth 
century, the OMC was a doctor-owned, for-profit school, 
which opened in 1881 at 11th and Mason Streets. The 
college was run by a board of trustees made up of physi-
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EDITOR’S NOTE: As is our custom with the MAC Newsletter, the April issue’s Archival Resources on the Web column 
features websites focusing on the host city of the Annual Meeting—in this case, Omaha, Nebraska. 
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cians from Omaha and surrounding communities, and 
most of those same doctors made up the faculty as well. 
In 1886, the OMC’s frame building was moved to 12th 
and Pacific Streets and enlarged. The college built a new 
brick-and-stone building in 1893, and, in 1899, a major 
addition was built which more than doubled the size of 
the college’s facilities. 
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Omaha World-Herald
Another distinct resource that allows you to acquaint 
yourself with Omaha comes courtesy of the photo archives 
of the city’s leading newspaper, the Omaha World-Herald 
at worldherald.tumblr.com. Since late 2010, a dozen or so 
new images with extended captions have been posted each 
month representing a wide variety of events covering the 
early twentieth century to near present-day. Apparently 
random choices by the editors, the photographs are visu-
ally interesting; some are striking. Examples of the kinds 
of subjects included are scenes after a 1913 tornado, the 
county sheriff destroying confiscated slot machines in 
1940, a 1955 polio vaccination campaign, Elvis performing 
in Omaha shortly before his death in 1977, the closing sale 
of a beloved family-owned department store in 1980, and 
the installation of a piece of public art in 2010.
Baseball fans should check out a site on the College 
World Series at www.dataomaha.com/cws. This site, also 
developed through the Omaha World-Herald, provides a 
historical view of the series going back to 1947. Navigation 
of the site is done through vivid banners celebrating the 
national champion for each year. For example, clicking 
through the banner for the 1955 College World Series 
The OMC excelled in its medical education mission, but 
the college never did well financially. The college became 
affiliated with the University of Nebraska in 1902 and has 
evolved over the years into its present College of Medicine, 
expanding to include all of the colleges and institutes that 
make up UNMC today.
The collection includes commencement and graduation 
banquet programs, annual college catalogs, class schedules, 
interior and exterior photographs of college facilities, and 
images of professors who served on the faculty, as well as 
the complete run of the OMC and University of Nebraska 
College of Medicine Pulse newsletter/journal, published 
from 1898 through 1921.
Erin Torell, archives associate in the Special Collections 
Department of the McGoogan Library, who has orga-
nized, researched, and digitized the OMC collection, says, 
“The OMC collection gives us a glimpse into the world 
of early medical education in Nebraska, even including a 
look the OMC football teams.” To see the OMC historical 
collection, visit DigitalCommons@UNMC at digitalcom-
mons.unmc.edu/omc.
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provides highlights on the win for Wake Forest, along 
with player information and notes, and access to news-
paper pages with articles detailing the win. Each game of 
the series is listed with the date played and the winner. 
Sections most often list those players who comprised the 
All-Tournament Team or were awarded most outstanding 
players. While light on photos, this site provides depth on 
statistics relating to one of the most important events of 
college baseball, which takes place right in the heart of 
downtown Omaha.
After you’ve explored the city online, we hope to see you in 
person for OMAMAC in April 2017. The programming 
and events promise to be as rich and varied as those shown 
in these collections!
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Aeon is not another front 
end system. Really.
To see how Aeon fits the pieces together, sign up for 
a free web demo at www.atlas-sys.com/web-demo/. 
Or, email Renee Chastain at rchastain@atlas-sys.com.
We play nice with others. www.atlas-sys.com
Other systems are about description and discovery.
Some systems help you catalog and make objects discoverable within your 
institution or on the Web. Others manage the creation of the repositories in 
which objects can be digitally stored, searched, and found.
Aeon unites these systems to help meet the challenges of delivering better 
service to researchers, improving collection security, and gathering 
meaningful statistics to support the assessment needs of today’s institutions.
ArchivesSpace Registered 
Service Provider
Aspace@atlas-sys.com
Atlas Web Visibility Services
Zepheira Distribution Partner
aeon@atlas-sys.com
But Aeon is about fulfillment.
ILS
Linked Data
Digital Assets
Management
™
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